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mon root of British and American institutions. Cir-
cumstances have caused them to evolve entirely
different principles of growth. Parliamentary and
Presidential sovereignties are not compatible with
one another; and, as the powers of the federal execu-
tive are srill expanding in the United States while the
Commonwealth is moving towards an ever-wider
distribution of authority, the chances are that the
divergences between the two svstems will grow wider
rather than 'narrower as time goes on.

Acrimonious disputes prejudicial to the future tran-
quility of the world will be avoided if a firm hold be
kept on the truth apparent to students of either the
British or the American Constitution, and still more
of the relationship between the two, that both have,
as it were, grown out of their native soil. Local cir-
cumstances have shaped them, and local circumstances
have decided whether their shape should be given
them gradually or instantly. Usage has modified and
even determined their working and, above all, the
political sense of the peoples who live under them has
continually moulded the action of those who have
held their highest offices. These indigenous factors
cannot be transplanted, but in their own congenial air
they will continue to assert themselves and will make
it as certain, as anvthing can be in this'changeable
world that both Constitutions will continue to develop
on their own lines and in accordance with their own
inner spirit, always reaching towards the same ends
by diverse means but always holding out to free men
the hope and promise of free lives in a free world.